
Ag Development funds at work: 
enhancing producer profitability through 

education, management, & marketing 
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Kentucky Beef Network, LLC
Dear Kentucky Cattlemen,

The Kentucky Beef Network is funded through the Kentucky 
Agricultural Development Fund, to help Kentucky beef cattle 
farmers improve animal health, genetics, forages, and marketing 
opportunities by enhancing producer profitability. All 38,000 
cattlemen in Kentucky have the opportunity to benefit from programs 
and services offered through the Kentucky Beef Network. 

Kentucky Beef Network programs are designed to help Kentucky 
farmers increase revenue to their farms through new management 
practices and concepts. I am proud to say I’ve been a user of 
Kentucky Beef Network programs for twelve years and found them 
very valuable to my operation.

Enclosed you will find descriptions for Kentucky Beef Network 
programs, administered through a partnership between the 
Kentucky Beef Network and University of Kentucky Cooperative 
Extension Service. Programs and services are designed to bring 
new industry trends and best management practices to the 
Kentucky farm families to help them enhance the profitability of 
their farm.

Sincerely,
 

Bobby Foree
Kentucky Cattleman
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Conferences
Beef Production Systems Efficiency Conference 

A conference involving out-of-state speakers will continue 
to engage beef producers in learning new management 
strategies that can improve their production efficiency. A 
one-day program will be developed focusing on various 
production-related areas and management strategies to 
enhance production efficiency.

KBN Field Associates

Five field associates are spread throughout the state to 
help assist producers with KBN program implementation. 
Through the past 10 years, these field associates have 
become integrated in their county areas helping support 
CAIP programs and state KBN programs. 

  
Greg Cole  Paris             (859) 221-1217

Ben Lloyd  Whitesville            (270) 993-1074

Paul Redmon  Lawrenceburg          (859) 749-7788

Ron Shrout  Winchester             (606) 205-6143

Orville Whitaker Crab Orchard          (606) 669-8557 

KBN Field Associates

On-Farm Resources
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Certifications
Beef Quality Assurance

Beef Quality Assurance is a national program that provides 
guidelines for beef and dairy cattle production by ensuring 
they are managed in a manner that will result in a safe 
and wholesome product. The program raises consumer 
confidence through offering proper management techniques 
and a commitment to quality within every segment of the 
beef industry. 

For more information, please visit www.BQA.org.

Cattle Handling and Care  

This educational program is designed to inform producers of 
best management practices for handling cattle and providing 
for their general well-being, while keeping farmers safe and 
continuing to supply healthy beef to consumers.  Courses 
will be offered to farmers in a classroom setting and through 
online courses focusing on education materials from the 
National Cattlemen’s Beef Association Beef Quality Audit 
Program. Upon completion of the course participants will 
become certified in Cattle Handling and Care. 

Certified Pre-Conditioned for Health
 
The Kentucky Certified Pre-Conditioned for Health (CPH- 
45) program has a long history in Kentucky of being a 
premier feeder calf program that enables producers to add 
value to their calves through pre-conditioning and weaning 
for 45 days. The reputation and longevity of this program 
ensures you can buy CPH-45 calves with confidence.  

For more information, please visit www.CPH45.com. 

Value Added Marketing Programs
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Value Added Marketing Programs
Carcass Ultrasound

The ultrasound program provides cow/calf producers, stocker 
operators and cattle buyers with carcass information during 
the weaning or post-weaning stage of production, prior to 
the large effects of transportation, commingling, processing, 
etc. Carcass Ultrasound will encourage cow/calf operations 
to make necessary improvements to target specific markets 
and capture additional profit for their calves. Producers will 
also be able to sort calves into management or marketing 
groups based on projected feedlot performance of calves. 
 

Nebraska Youth Beef Leadership Symposium 

A partnership between the Kentucky Beef Network and 
the University of Nebraska- Lincoln (UNL) allows five 
Kentucky high school juniors or seniors to attend the 
Nebraska Youth Beef Leadership Symposium at the UNL 
campus.  Through participation in this program, students are 
exposed to multiple facets of the beef industry as well as 
leadership training through team-working, problem solving, 
and presentation basics.

Young Cattlemen Programs
Kentucky Cattlemen's Assn. - Young Producer Council 

YPC  is a division of the Kentucky Cattlemen’s Association 
for KCA members who are 18-40 years of age. YPC's 
mission is to build a network of young farmers and business 
leaders whose interest is in the future success of the cattle 
industry.  YPC meets five times a year throughout the state, 
to discuss new industry trends and issues in agriculture.  
YPC members can also access networking opportunities, 
educational material, a mentor program, and career building 
opportunities. Five regional hands-on field days will be 
hosted throughout the state to demonstrate basic management 
practices while allowing participants to actually perform the 
practice.
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Forages 
Graze 300 - Master Grazer Educational Program 

This program focuses on how to improve grazing management 
practices to extend the grazing season to 300 days or more, 
reducing hay feeding days. 

1. Kentucky Grazing Schools: Two-day intensive grazing 
schools introduce key grazing concepts and provide hands-
on learning opportunities.  Classroom sessions and hands-on 
activities focus on increasing forage and livestock production, 
reducing feeding costs, and improving farm revenue.  Both 
a spring and fall grazing school will be offered in different 
locations in 2013.

2. Advanced Kentucky Grazing School: This one-day 
program is intended to complement the traditional grazing 
school and will introduce advanced managed grazing 
concepts.  This program consists of in-depth grazing topics, 
latest research, tours, demonstrations, and hands-on learning 
opportunities.

3. Grazing Newsletter: A newsletter containing timely 
informational articles on grazing management, forage 
production, and animal health is distributed monthly 
throughout the grazing season. This publication also 
includes farm highlights, upcoming grazing events, and short 
overviews of recent events, research, and demonstrations. 
Sign-up to receive the newsletter through our website, 
www2.ca.uky.edu/grazer . 

4.   Website for current grazing programs and information: 
This website, www2.ca.uky.edu/grazer, includes all 
archived newsletter articles, important events and programs, 
registration information, informational video clips, links to 
other valuable websites, and contact information. 
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Education
Kentucky Professional Cattlemen’s Program 

To become a Kentucky Professional Cattlemen (KPC), 
participants must have first completed either Master 
Cattleman or Master Stocker AND either Master Grazer or 
have attended Grazing Schools. Each KPC member will have 
to complete the NCBA online course called Master of Beef 
Advocacy (MBA) and be Cattle Handling and Care (CHC) 
certified. The MBA program is a self-directed online training 
program designed to equip beef producers and industry allies 
with the information they need to be everyday advocates for 
the beef industry. MBA candidates are required to complete 
six courses in beef advocacy including: 

� Modern Beef Production – Sharing the many benefits of   
   modern, efficient U.S. beef production 

� Animal Care – Explaining our commitment to raising   
   healthy animals 

� Beef Safety – Communicating why producing safe food   
   for consumers is a top priority 

• Beef Nutrition – Explaining how great-tasting beef   
   strengthens and sustains our bodies 

� Environmental Stewardship – Sharing how we’re 
   protecting the environment for future generations 

� The Beef Check-off – Communicating the value of your   
   investment in growing demand for beef 

Additionally, each participant will take part in a one-day 
media training program. This training will be led by the 
Kentucky Beef Council and focuses on how to write a press 
release, how to prepare for an interview, and how to present 
yourself and the industry during an interview with the media. 
KBC will also train participants in debate and how to present 
and defend an argument. A rancher will become a KPC after 
completing each of these trainings and will receive a picture 
identification card that indicates their graduation.
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Education 

Applied Master Cattleman 

The Applied or Advanced Master Cattleman (AMC) program 
is designed for producers who want a level of education 
above the Master Cattleman curriculum. In general, AMC 
sessions are more in-depth, and in appropriate subject areas, 
are also more hands-on. 

Each interested multi-county AMC group will choose 
topics that are needed most in their area. Therefore, the 
topics covered in each area will not necessarily be the same. 
Opportunities for on-farm demonstrations to illustrate sound 
management practices are also available.

Master Cattleman Program (Offered in 2013)

The Master Cattleman Program is the flagship educational 
program for Kentucky cattle producers. It incorporates all 
phases of beef production into an intensive educational effort 
challenging Kentucky beef producers to be competitive 
and successful. Sessions begin in January and run through 
mid-December. Participants receive 40 hours of classroom 
instruction divided equally among 10 topic areas: 

� management skills for the beef business

� forage production and utilization

� nutrition for optimum production

� environmental stewardship 

� industry issues

� genetics for the beef herd

� managing reproduction

� herd health

� understanding the end product 

� marketing and profitability
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Education 

Master Stocker/Backgrounder Program (Offered in 2014)

This educational program will focus specifically on the 
stocker and backgrounding segments of the industry. The 
program consists of multiple evening classroom sessions. 
Sessions will include the following topic areas: 

� operation demographics 
� managing economic risk     
� development of health protocol 
� assessing treatment success 
� nutrition for stocker /backgrounding cattle
� backgrounding facilities 
� managing forages for stocker operations
� marketing/retained ownership
� animal welfare 
� transportation  
� industry challenges 
� producer Q&A session 

Master Marketer Program 

The program will consist of 4-5 educational sessions and will 
be offered in multiple locations across the state. Educational 
sessions covered may include the following: 

� using futures and options to manage price risk 
� advanced futures and options strategies 
� marketing implications for procurement, animal 
   handling, and transport 
� emerging markets and opportunities in the beef industry 
� other topics that may be added by steering committee 

By the time producers have completed the program, they 
will have a good understanding of the various marketing 
options available for feeder cattle, have a comfortable grasp 
of the futures market as a source of market information as 
well as a price risk management tool, and be knowledgeable 
of practices they can employ to improve the marketability of 
the cattle they sell.
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Notes
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Notes



For more information contact:
Becky Thompson

bthompson@kycattle.org
Kentucky Beef Network, LLC

176 Pasadena Drive
Lexington, KY 40503

Phone: (859) 278-0899
Fax: (859) 260-2060

www.kycattle.org
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